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continual attacks made on her.    They blamed her for
having influenced her husband to refuse to be operated
on last May and for having adopted Mackenzie's treat-
ment,  whereas  she  had  only  done  what  every  other
woman would have done in the circumstances.    She was
blamed for inducing him not to give up hope and for
keeping him from subsiding into the deadly depression
into which sometimes he sank, and there indeed was a
persecution for righteousness' sake.    Her courage in this
martyrdom was of the noblest and most splendid quality,
but she had made many enemies, and now they pursued
her with ruthless savagery.    If ever a woman deserved
sympathy it was she, but they hounded her with abuse,
December passed,  and in January Mackenzie  came  to
England.    What his  real  view  of the  case  was   it  is
difficult  to  say,  for, though he had concurred  in  the
verdict of the other doctors, he told the Queen that he
* fully believed '  that   there was nothing  malignant  in
the Crown Prince's illness,1 and that there might be no
need to perform the  operation  of tracheotomy which
had   been   suggested.     But   in  February   his   difficulty
in  breathing  rendered  it  necessary,   and  once   more,
relying on the relief he experienced, the Crown Princess
wrote to her mother that he was beginning to mend.
The  Queen,   owing  to  these  reports,   maintained   her
confidence in Mackenzie, and he promised her that he
would go back  to  San Remo and remain in constant
attendance.

Early in March came news from Berlin that the
Emperor's condition was giving rise to great anxiety,
and it might be necessary at any moment to return. It
was grievous to think of leaving the sun and the warmth

1 Letters ///, i. p. 377.